
Th~ Holy Rit>le nn1 the Sep,, re an1. COmPft asea Ara the t hree qre11.t 
11ghta or the lodgeA.t once 1ta d1Tine warm.nt f'nl\ its che.1 f 
worltin~ tool a • 
The Scpn ra is th~ oldest .n.m aiml>leat nl'lft the most univer a Al 
aymbOl 1n Mn s onr;r, 
All the worl '1. OTar 9 wether ns rei gn on B bu11~1~ or " l>Pdge 
worn 07 " brother. it 1o known ne one of the emblems of our 
Anc ient CI'" fte 
l~e,, rly ove?",Yf1here in our rituAl we ttre goTa~d by th~ squnr& . 
An1 thnt le "• i t ahoul~ be 1 I n tha ol~ «ny1 the enrth wna thou~ht 
to be n"t "n1 aq1lnra.th~ 3qtutre 71ft9 n. n embl4'1!1 of the entbl1Pn1 
lAter of ~he s,,rthl.v al.,lDflnt i n m~r.. 
Ths fre""'&n~ ms.i.t1on o f tbs acpnre in the Jlaeon1c r 1tu"l rnl'l 
t he morr-1 a1~1t1cA.nce ~h1chwh1ch !res ~n1 ~acepto1 N~aon3 
n.aaoc1ttto y·itl. tha wo rk1n; tools in geneml , Pn1 th9 t<11rra 1n 
prrt1cull-r.mnkes ua dea1rs to kn0"1 its or1~en, th3 better to 
enable us to u.ntt~ ratnn1 th~ npnl1cAt1on of tne 1natrumentto , 
ahftll I ,ny . to the Apir itunl aide or our ?lnaonic 11v11a 
There 1a n.o word 1n %our mother tonfP,le . th3 e t ymology of which 
em1b1te atch " ~.lorirue 11:..·~y of tine attributes na rtoea th3 
wo.1'11 eqt1r 1'.J .Z,oolan1t tho word up in the d1ctlOMr]1'1~ fin"' nmonqst 
1 ts DFl\Y 11)9An1Jlfl8tbe f'nllOWi?lg e Vi z. m•Tin~ ft f i ght ttngle 1•hnV1.ng 
a etni i !o,ht front• AA Otlt11ne formed ~Y st l"" i ght 11nea• a7nct• 
f1tt1NJ• true• th-. t doee equtt l juet1ce• ftt1r-complt"tt e • even
lePT1~ n~ orl.nnce- aettled• Ul18qu1Tnl.• aol1d• f\ll l • a,, t 13ty1ng• 
due prope>rt1on-o rda r- equit y• fFtirnaa~to adjuat• to reEJ1lnte• 
to A.ccord•to nsree•to aqunre• on the •<J.l"" re• 1t s'llnre deAl• honat1ty • 
. uch r reco.rt\ muat common'1 the VJOrd to our get ner-'l nttention-
The un~~retAn111n~ of the woJ"l'l 11n1 its ttttr1ou.tes , rru.at us te ·l 
the re,.lity of its use , not only ne rn in!Jtl'WDant uaet\ i n s.r«ll:tlt 
1t.c ch1t9cturs 1'but Ae one or the most 1.mport1tnt of tha •wor:k.1~ 
toola•or the Cl'1' rt n.a ueod 1n n3on1c r 1 tu" l . 
There 1e no rroMer th.flt tha oq\v1re VJith auch 6(1or1ou a trn.d1t1ona 
ah0Lll'1 h11tYe been 99lectel\ ,. • tb.a •aiblem o f the 'li • • 
~er.v 1tentiment of our r1tnP1 , rn'1 every net o f our i:.n sonic 11vee 
is controlle~ by the aqu~re . 
The chrt r~e ,. tte r 1n1.,it~Aob1alal•a.Y•~•••tT4tUaaQte»h•he 
?. . Ae tnr it 10 t1rubtt'ul whether . 1n tha ·vhole ' "sonic rituAl . 
thers1a ,.1'\V aentnnce which 9XJ>reaaea JD01'af\.llly "n1. e atn.blishea 
IDC\re firmly • the ooM of o rotr•rly loTe rn1 fell.owah1pthttn the 
open1AA of th' •oh.,rge•of th'l 1uty to ones Mibour•by Ac1.1~ 
wi th him on th"J aqul' ra . 
uor 1 a tho a qurr3 11aa l1 on crnt\1111te11 or 1n1n.tea only , In t. ha 
onenin~ of th~ Lo~~~ in t he vrr1oa a desrea a .th~ r, • 1nt3rro 3Pt 
l.h3 J e''I 1nn1 hs "s to r3ly o n the arp" rs to 81't1•fY t he .v, ·, 
An1 so throu~nout ths nh~ls con.111ct ~ f P~aon1c bu~1ness ,t~ 
acJUl.1'9 1 a e Te t 9n t in ~ An1 Yfl.r1°'1a wqa . nn1. ths tr..,. t ..,., •· 

o~aunl inquiry •Ax~ y ou on th~ aqu~ra~m3~n~ in t~ 1 1 ~ 

l · n&Je •" r 3 y nu " !~~ son. 
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I t 1c 1n th~ t cr,,113 01 1 111 t 
8f\rl131:1t t r ACc!SOf til d UB~ ~ f t11!" 1on. '•fir"Ot , tbll,,t "~ f1 n1 tha 
retro.., >e c t froai t hnt "oun•r . - .s tu1tre."w1 I 'P l'Onoae t.o bug1n ray 
reco!"'ia o f t>•\i lrt1ng vii tn ~r!~~~'1 t~;t co ln:.r:t t we ~e t the e11rl1ea t 
thnt. t he 8cp,,re ,.mat hnve bee n .ln l'O:ii:;;,'l.l :e clnas\vnich ehew8 
The t11acov~ ry 0 1 tnb • '}Pure opon~<1. ,, new 8 • 
bu 111era , PM such WP& the e fl',,ct Of •hEt ~ i t'\ t he h istory Of 
craftomen , skilled 1n the 'l.l ae of thea \, eo ac.o_v~ r.ieathA.t 
"!. ">Oaa~aaett o f magic powera.1' 111 ao lne~~e!~1~:s~o~t:~ upon 
u.uer t"e 1nnue:1.ce 0 1· men 01 :1.1 .1 s • 
be cnrue the emb l - o f m~ S ou s 1net1nct , the OCJ.tn r e 
ie with u3 ~o~~~ truth , just1ce , rn1 r1~hteouanesa ,"n~ ao it 

I t "9,, il rtout 4II5 n , c , during the III Dyl\1tat y we f1n1 thAt mode 
of })uil11n1¥About 40::?4 , R, C, finn h1stor1c"l groun1 1a ~"ched 
t b'9n wna o:.iilt wiv.t i s aupnoeed the first "D1 oldes t complete 
p y rnmit!. ,,t lb4um. The lf'lrge pyrninil'\ of Cheops Luilt :,,"}69 , R, ~ . 
o f lr rso atoned some e 3t1mn tel\ to we i~h ,, a mi c b " a 50 ton .. 
All or e.xtntort\1?\Pry n"tneaa ,.nrt ecpPraMas , shOwae conclusively 
t hltt tihe instrument km.KR 1n n rchit3ctura Cl'lle:-d n Sq\ll're ""-• 
wsll knofln rll'\ in conet11nt u s!t• 
The t11ecoTeiy Of the ecp_.re • 
A.a to the first s;yD'l>Olic usa of the acpAN , thare ia no ,,uthOrity 
to iQ11 tlg ua , bu t ju~qeinJJ from its fraqLlent use ,.. a na1qn , we hnTe 
eTadence of ita bei ng foun1. 1n Rritnon n.t th~ ci U19 o f the Onida. 
In one of th3 oll\ Chinese cl.A.seiceof t he f1th century , 'R . O. 
we reftd t hPt " iMn ehoul t1 not '1.o unto o the r e ,whPt ho woult1 
not hnve t h em l\o unto him. tnia Vitt a c,, l led t hs p rinciple of n ct1~ 
or1 the equA.re. Thi o w" a recorded , long . lonq , Ago. 
Tben we M T& whrt I bel e i Te i a the o l t\eat Unconi c rel ic lt"lo .vn. 
"'n,, atlll in th.a poeoeaion of n 101. \s in Irc l.Ant\. 
I li is a cur1011a olt\ orPas 9Jll.lrre , wh1ch wna f oun1 i n t h e founl\:"ti 
o f 1t br idge nen r Lime r i ck. i u I 8 JO . dn..ted I 51 7 , 1na cr1be1 th3 follo 
win~ worda , "Str1vs to live tw1th. love 11n1. cnro . up0n the l en l 
by the a qu" re. 
RNthren. now simp le And boPU t i full i t att i s . the very ~eniua 
0 f OU r Orf' ft 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



Tha n e nrve in 0113 of tho errl1eat cntech1sm1 o f 
dl'lte1. I 725 . bhe question 1 e 1teked ;How DlP n y 
nnswer is spec ific ~nd \.Ullllistnkanble ,~Go~ ntlf\ the 
fiYe or eaven right or psrfect M,. sons. 

the err -:-t. 
: 01~e ,T,1~ 

SCJ.l" ra ,wi~h 

~ f•.J .1'3 ~re~ we f1n1 the lcunre t a Aching us . the anma 
\ •·r i c' . 1-:. t-.ech9d 111 th\flY• -

s 1'Dl>le tn\,. Of'lr•: · ~uul ~· n1 , th;i vQrl v,e ?"J.U J Ofr>ur 
:id·. .. !'\. • ,.. l t h lo ... ~ i."l ':'7"'".ich 

-:>'1 · " ·"'1\<a i'f:h a.1u-.r~ ~t.-nt. 
· c' , i ·.~1 
1l .i• l. 1l r'1iY\I\ () t T,hft t 'JYLT11Xll• 
j ~ j "1 ' " , I r" l f ~ ~ 1· ;1 t ":• 

I " 1 J :.1.:. !"\ i t ·· 'lr' .... ~ .A'' .. ~ .,, " t it S <tU" t'e in "11 h1o dutie s 
~r11 t\ . •111n..i, • V"ith n i b ,.o llcw 11a1i. rni U h .1 f ,.11 :"" ths r a h" 
c,,"l.l'\nt :71n 1 n1w'1~ 1·"· 
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